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ABOUT THE SERIES:  BUILDING BLOCKS 
FOR GOVERNING THE GARMENT 
INDUSTRY
This series aims to assist policymakers, trade unions, NGOs, 
investors, funders and anyone else interested in designing 
the new forms of governance needed to improve protection 
of human rights and the environment in transnational supply 
chains. Using the global garment industry as a test case, we 
hope to help ‘catalyse’ new, multi-disciplinary strategies to 
make 21st century supply chains fairer and more sustainable.

Our work helps to replace anecdotes and guesswork about the 
power and financial dynamics in industries like garments with 
an evidence base, and guidance on what the data means for 
policy development. In doing so, we aim to help policymakers 
and civil society to identify where to focus limited governance 
resources in order to achieve the maximum benefits for 
garment workers and the environment.

Working Paper 1:  Sizing Up the Garment Industry: Large 
Brands, Supply Chain Labour Market Share and Lessons for 
Governance Design

Based on original research, we look at how many garment 
brands would need to change their behaviour to reach a ‘critical 
mass’ for widespread improvements in human rights and 
environmental protections. We then explore how governance 
and regulatory efforts aimed at brands could be designed to 
benefit the largest number of workers. 

Working Paper 2:  Garment Industry Structure: Observations, 
Challenges and Recommendations for Human Rights 
Governance Designers

A companion to ‘Sizing Up the Garment Industry’, we outline 
five governance challenges created by the industry’s complex 
structure.  If new laws, regulations, collective bargaining 
systems and other governance tools can overcome these 
challenges, they will be far more effective in the years to 
come. We offer some recommendations to support these new 
governance initiatives.

Working Paper 3:  Trade Realities: Using Trade Data to 
Strengthen the Design of Supply Chain Governance 

We use trade data to explore how the effectiveness of new 
forms of supply chain governance - like mandatory due 
diligence laws or enforceable brand agreements - may be 
influenced by trade flows, now and in the future. We then 
identify several options for strengthening the design of 
governance efforts so they can compensate for trade flow 
effects.

Working Paper 3 Annex:  ‘Group of 30’ Garment Export 
Infographics 

In this companion to ‘Trade Realities’, we present country-by-
country garment export trade data for the 30 major non-EU 
garment-exporting economies.

The graphics and analysis presented in this paper 
are offered under a Creative Commons license (see 
Acknowledgements for details). We invite civil society 
organisations to use the graphics in presentations or 
publications on a non-commercial basis. The visuals can be 
downloaded as a graphics pack from the  
Katalyst Initiative website.

https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-1/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-1/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-1/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-2/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-2/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-2/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-3/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-3/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-3/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-3/
https://katalystinitiative.org/working-paper-3/
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INTRODUCTION

This paper is an Annex to Katalyst Initiative’s Working Paper 3: 
Trade Realities: Using trade data to strengthen the design of 
supply chain governance.

We reproduce here a few paragraphs of that report directly 
related to the data, however the main working paper contains 
a full explanation of the analysis and policy relevance of these 
graphics for developing supply chain governance.

PLEASE CONSULT THE MAIN PAPER  
WORKING PAPER 3: TRADE REALITIES  

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING THE DATA 
PRESENTED IN THIS ANNEX.

ABOUT THE DATA
The trade data in this report is drawn from the Atlas of Economic 
Complexity, developed by the Harvard Growth Lab at Harvard 
University. At time of writing the 2019 data was the last year 
available from the Atlas, and we would argue is a more typical 
year than pandemic-impacted 2020. 

The raw data is based on the UN Comtrade database. Since 
trade data is not always reported consistently or accurately, the 
Atlas of Economic Complexity team has taken steps to address 
some of the common issues and to create estimates where data 
is weak or suspect.    

Nonetheless, trade data should be treated with caution; it 
provides a sense of scale in trade between two countries, but 
even when cleaned, as the Atlas data is, there is a margin of 
error in how accurately it represents reality, due to errors or gaps 
in the underlying data reported by governments. The graphics we 
present here should be interpreted as approximations.

WORKING PAPER 3: TRADE REALITIES
https://atlas.cid.harvard.edu/what-is-the-atlas
https://atlas.cid.harvard.edu/what-is-the-atlas
https://growthlab.cid.harvard.edu/
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ABOUT THE ‘GROUP OF 30’ GARMENT-EXPORTING 
COUNTRIES
Garment exporting countries shipped around $650,000,000,000 
($650 Billion) worth of garments in 2019. 

The term ‘Group of 30’ is our effort to describe an extremely 
diverse group of around 30 countries spread over Asia, Africa and 
the Americas who together dominate global garment exports. 

Setting aside the EU/EFTA/UK and the US, the Group of 30 are 
responsible for more than 90% of the remaining global garment 
exports – $425,000,000,000 worth in 2019.

THE EU/UK/EFTA CLUSTER AND THE US ARE THE LARGEST 
GARMENT-IMPORTING ECONOMIES
The EU/UK/EFTA cluster and the US remain the largest garment 
importers, accounting for around 55% of total imports, and they 
remain the primary focus of the graphics presented here.

HOW ARE GARMENTS DEFINED FOR THIS PAPER
For the purposes of this paper, we have included five groups of 
products that make up most of what is traditionally referred to 
as the ‘Garment Industry’:

1. Knit clothing  
2. Non-knit clothing  
3. Footwear  
4. Headwear  
5. Accessories

Knit/non-knit refer to the production process used in a 
garment’s fabric.  Accessories include leather goods and bags.

All product types follow the Harmonized System (HS) which is 
the basis for international customs, and can be used to identify 
nearly any type of product 

For more on the specific HS codes included in this research, 
please see Appendix 1 of the main working paper.

https://www.wcotradetools.org/en/harmonized-system
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Malaysia Garment Exports 2019:  $1,510,000,000
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Myanmar Garment Exports 2019:  $6,080,000,000
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity



KATALYST
INITIATIVE

35

Working Paper 3 Annex: ‘Group of 30’ Garment Trade Infographics

Panama

Taiwan
570,000,000

1.1%

Peru

South

Chile

Israel

Brazil

Malaysia
290,000,000

Mexico
460,000,000

0.9%

South Korea
4,140,000,000

7.9%

United Arab
Emirates
520,000,000

1.0%

Australia
610,000,000

1.2%

Russian Federation
610,000,000

1.2%

Canada
1,370,000,000

2.6%

United States of America
18,210,000,000

34.6%

United Kingdom
1,400,000,000

2.7%

Japan
5,210,000,000

9.9%

Slovakia
230,000,000

Belgium
620,000,000

1.2%

Sweden
190,000,000

CzechAustria
260,000,000

0.5%

Netherlands
1,290,000,000

2.4%

Italy
720,000,000

1.4%

Poland

France
2,040,000,000

3.9%

Spain
810,000,000

1.5%

Germany
3,050,000,000

5.8%

Switzerland
390,000,000

0.7%

Hong
Kong

China
4,380,000,000

8.3%

Vietnam Garment Exports 2019:  $52,680,000,000
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Analysis by Katalyst Initiative; original data by the Atlas of Economic Complexity
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